
 

Village of Carey - Minutes  

Meeting Date:  June 21, 2021 

 

The Village of Carey Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Rathburn presiding.  The 

meeting was called to order.  Council members Dario Troiano Chase Fletcher, Zach Wick, and Melissa 

Cole were present.  The meeting was held in person at the Fire Department and also on Zoom.  Also in 

attendance were Administrator Nathan Curtis, Solicitor Laurie Scheck, Utility Supervisor Tammy 

Orians, Human Resource Officer Michelle Fischbach, Police Chief Shawn Taylor, Fire Chief Chad 

Kessler and Fiscal Officer Laura Ewing. 

 

Minutes: 

 Cole motioned to approve the minutes from the June 7, 2021 meeting, seconded by Troiano.  Roll Call 

Vote : Yes (4) Cole, C. Fletcher, Wick & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 

Visitors: Mr. Paul was in attendance about the amount of noise at his house when music is being played 

on the outside speakers on Fridays and Saturdays as well as other noise from people talking and bean 

bags hitting the wood boards.  He also discussed that the permit time had been extended to 11:00pm and 

asked if the time is part of an ordinance.  The Mayor stated that it is not part of legislation and that if it is 

a concern of the residents that council can discuss it and make a decision about it.  The Mayor stated that 

a couple of businesses had approached her saying that the 10:00pm time limit was a detriment to their 

weekend business.  Chief Taylor stated that the time parameters are regulated by the police department.  

The Mayor stated that she would like the time limits to be the same for festivals as well as businesses.  

Wick found it odd that the ordinance addresses unreasonable noise where the permit addresses 

amplification.  Mr. Paul felt that his businesses were being affected by the noise and that the Mayor is 

protecting the other business owners and not himself.  The Mayor stated that the businesses in question 

are in a zoned business district.  Wick stated that there are multiple legislations and brings into question 

if it’s a zoning issue or a legislation violation.  Scheck stated that the codified ordinance would take 

precedence over zoning ordinances.  Wick stated that the codified ordinance is subjective and would 

depend on the police department’s opinion.  Curtis stated that he spoke to the business owner and the 

owner is willing to turn it down.  Wick suggested getting rid of the subjective definitions and replace it 

with definite and exact rules.  Taylor asked if a committee needs formed to rewrite the legislation.  Wick 

didn’t think a committee needs formed, but someone needs to start writing legislation and having the 

solicitor review it for its legal language.  Wick asked Mr. Paul if he would like to be part of the group 

that rewrites the legislation and he declined that opportunity.  Mr. Paul asked about the time restriction 

on the permit.  The Chief stated that the time is not listed on the permit and that the amplified permits 

were not previously being used at all and that he and Curtis had come up with the initial 10:00pm time 

limit.  He supported a collaboration of the council in deciding the time limits.  Mr. Wank was in 

attendance to give his support of the Village’s relationship with the school, the SRO program and would 

like to continue those relationships.  He also mentioned that the safety plans that the school is required 

to submit to the state depend on a strong community security force and that it has been a big positive for 

the school.  Officer Hamman was in attendance about his concern of his children’s safety may be in 

jeopardy due to the defunding of the police department and that reducing the police department’s budget 

is wrong due to poor budget management and the hiring of the previous police chief.  Chief Taylor 

stated that Officer Hamman did not want to continue the SRO so that he can hone his skills to be 

employable elsewhere if need be.  Chief Taylor stated that he hoped council has read all the letters and 

information that he has sent to council and he asked what information the Mayor would like before the 

next finance meeting on July 6, 2021 at 6:00pm.  The Mayor stated that the whole general fund has been 

looked at.  Taylor stated that the police department has consistently had the same percentage of the 

general fund for years.  A resident stated that he has always felt very safe when walking through the 

town as opposed to walking through Findlay.  Wick sited a report that people felt just as safe with 20% 

fewer police officers from the years 2002 to 2006.   A resident who is originally from Columbus, Ohio 

and other cities, has resided in the Village for 20 years because of such a strong and positive police 



presence.  She felt that the report was outdated and that a strong police presence is keeping the Village 

safe and that it may not be as safe with a reduced police report.  An officer stated that Cleman’s Nelson 

gave a report of how many officers and dispatchers were needed for the Village and the department has 

been operating off of those numbers.  A resident of Forest asked for data that is relevant to small 

communities.  Troiano asked how these arguments have started since no information has been brought to 

the council meeting since nothing has been brought up from the finance committee.  Chief Taylor stated 

that there are council members who are on the finance committee and that he has started contacting 

residents and business owners to help support the police department.  A resident asked if the Village is 

growing or shrinking in residents.  The Mayor stated that the Village is getting smaller.  A resident 

asked how the Village could be “shrinking”, and the Mayor stated that she has gotten those numbers are 

from the US Census.  A resident stated that with these extra businesses outsiders are coming into the 

Village and a strong police presence is needed to keep the Village safe.  President Cole stated that there 

has never been a “defunding of the police department”, but that there were discussions of lowering the 

budget to keep the Village out of the red.  The Mayor stated that the Village is doing an analysis of what 

the community needs and what it can afford.  Chief Taylor asked the fiscal officer how it was 

determined to get a specific carryover and that it was suggested by her to have $1,000,000.00.  Wick 

stated that the whole reason he brought up reducing the police department by a couple of officers was 

due to budgeting constraints.  Discussions began with reducing the dispatch and the public was in favor 

of keeping dispatch so he moved onto looking at where else budgets could be reduced.  Wick 

appreciated the explanation of the different ways of classifying call outs and how they are tracked now 

when compared to other communities.  The community members in attendance explained that they were 

worried about the protection and security of the Village.  Troiano explained that this is still a fact finding 

issue at the finance committee to be reviewed.  Taylor felt like it was important for the council members 

to hear the opinions and feelings of the community.  Taylor thanked everyone for coming tonight and 

hoped that the council is reading and reviewing the information that he has sent out.  A resident asked 

that before any decisions are made that those decisions are brought to the community.  A resident 

complained about the street he lives on is constantly being patched and that it is in need of being 

repaved completely.  Curtis stated that the water line on that street is on the schedule to be worked on.  

The Mayor stated that the paving budget has been cut out of the general fund this year.  The Mayor 

asked the Chief to give council the statistics of other similar size communities that have dispatch that 

they have collected.  A person in the audience asked about the Cleman’s Nelson report was produced.  

The Mayor stated that the report was a salary report for all the staff in the Village.  The Chief stated that 

the FBI reports that Wick reviewed at an earlier meeting covered America as a whole where as the 

Midwest is sparsely populated when compared to other regions in the country.  An officer in the 

attendance stated that the department did not receive their $500 uniform allowance.  The Mayor stated 

that the uniform allowance decision was made by the department.  Wick stated that in Lieutenant Flick’s 

letter he stated that all department should be fully funded for staff and equipment.  Wick stated that his 

job as a council member is to make sure each that being fully funded is defensible.  A resident asked if a 

levy would be brought to the community, when would that come up.  The Mayor stated that she has not 

brought up a levy because a number of citizens tell her that there is a lot of people on a fixed income 

who cannot afford a levy.  The Chief stated that he is not asking for additional funds and that he did not 

replace the Captain position.  The Chief stated that the rhetoric going through the Village is causing the 

police department officers to start looking for positions in other places and he is trying to avoid.  The 

Chief stated that the general fund is on a “hiring freeze”, but the fire department, summer help and the 

assistant administrator had also been hired.  An officer in attendance said that, with the exception of 

Troiano, that the department has never received thanks from other council members or the Mayor.  Cole 

mentioned the recent time she thanked the officer, and he stated that he was mistaken and had forgotten 

about the situation.  Cole encouraged people to attend the council meetings since this was certainly not 

the first time that the budget has been brought up, that it has been discussed for the past nine months.  

Mr. Wank asked when he would need to start budgeting for any changes in security.  A resident asked if 

there is more violence in the schools than in the past.  Officer Hamman stated that he does a large 

amount of mentoring and interventions with behavior and conflict with the students.  Mr. Wank stated 

that the SRO program has really had a positive impression with the students on how to have a positive 



relationship with the police.  A resident suggested reaching out to the community to help out with 

committees.  The Mayor stated that the finance committee is always looking for other members.   

 

Administrator:  

1. Risk & Resilience: Our Risk & Resilience plan has been submitted to the EPA 

for review. This had to be turned in by June 30th and a big 

thanks to Jim Hunter our Wastewater Treatment 

Superintendent for helping get this completed.  

2. Pool Passes: Effective June 21st, pool passes will now be sold at the pool 

so anyone wanting to purchase pool passes will need to stop 

at the pool to purchase   

3. Swim Lessons: The week of July 5th through July 9th the swimming pool will 

be offering swimming lessons for $15.00. Those that are 

interested should stop out to the pool or the utility office for 

the registration forms.   

4. CR 97 Lift Station: Poggemeyer has delivered the contracts for the lift station to 

be completed out on County Road 97. Back in April we were 

awarded the 0% loan of $339,000 to complete this project. I 

will need a motion from council to allow us to sign the 

contract agreement with Poggemeyer.  Troiano motioned to 

approve the contract agreement, seconded by Cole.  Roll Call 

Vote : Yes (4) Cole, Wick, Fletcher and Troiano.  No (0).   

5. As of Thursday of last week the President signed a federal bill making a12th 

federal holiday.  Troiano motioned to approve having 

Juneteenth as a floating holiday for the employees, seconded 

by Cole.  Roll Call Vote : Yes (4) Cole, Wick, Fletcher and 

Troiano.  No (0).   

 

Legislation:  

  Second Reading 

1.  Ordinance No. 2021-07 – An ordinance authorizing the Village Administrator 

and or the Assistant Administrator to advertise for bids and enter into contracts for the 

purchase of materials, supplies, insurances, grant applications, equipment and services for 

use by the Village in the calendar year 2021 as herein described.  Cole motioned to approve 

the reading, seconded by Troiano.  Roll Call Vote : Yes (4) Cole, Wick, Fletcher and 

Troiano.  No (0).   

 

 

Other: Wick stated that there was an email about fireworks and Chief Taylor stated the he responded to 

the resident.  Cole thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and supporting the Village.   

 Cole motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Wick.  Roll Call Vote : Yes (4) C. Fletcher, 

Troiano, Cole & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

The next regular council meeting will be held at 7:00pm, July 6, 2021.   

 

             

Fiscal Officer      Mayor 


